U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Wester n Washington

Endangered Species Division

m  With the help of volunteers, planting
golden paintbrush on Whidbey Island

m  Golden paintbrush, a threatened plant

James Michaels

Division Manager

Western Washington FWO

510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102
Lacey, WA 98503

Phone: 360-753-9440

Fax: 360-534-9331

E-mail: james_michaels@fws.gov

Background

The Fish and Wildlife Service
(EWS), and our sister agency,
NOAA Fisheries, areresponsible
for implementing the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as
amended, the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, and sev-
era other environmental laws.

WhoWeAre

TheWestern Washington Fishand
Wildlife Office Divison of Endan-
gered Speciesisadiversegroup of
ecologistsand fishand wildlifebi-
ol ogistswith wide-ranging experi-
enceand expertisewho specialize
inthe conservation biology of en-
dangered species. TheDivisionis
organized into two branches.

The Branch of Consultationsand
Technical Assistanceworkswith
Federal and State agencies, Tribes,
and other cooperatorsto develop
conservation measuresto reduce
impactsof federally-funded, per-
mitted, or implemented projectsto
ESA-listed species. We provide
technical assistance about listed
species, including information on
their in the vicinity of proposed
projects, and suggest ways that
agenciesand other organizations
can carry out their projects and
activitieswith minimal impact to
ESA-listed species.

TheBranch of Listing and Recov-
ery concentrateson thereview and
assessment of the status of Federal
candidate speciesand speciesthat
may require the protection of the
ESA. If such protection is deter-
mined to be warranted, we docu-
ment their decison and preparesthe
appropriatelisingmateridstocarry

the action forward.

WhoWe Serve

Private citizens

Federal agencies

States

L ocal governments

Tribes

Publicinterest groups
National Fish Hatcheries,
Nationa WildlifeRefugesand
other FWSfacilities

What WeDo

When aspecies becomesacandi-
date, or isproposed for listing un-
der the ESA, wework with agen-
ciesand organizationsto develop
conservation measures that may
help preclude the need to list the
species. If these measuresare not
sufficient to remove thethreat of
extinction, we coordinatewith our
conservation partnersto assessthe
best scientificinformationavailable
to make a determination on
whether the species requires the
protection of the ESA, and at what
level. For example, we recently
added two speciesof butterfly, the
mardon skipper and the Taylor’s
checkerspot, Mazama pocket go-
phers, and the streaked horned lark
tothelist of candidate species.

If ESA protectionisdetermined to
be required, the speciesis listed
and adetermination to designate
critical habitat is made. We then
target recovery actionsand tasks
to begin recovery of the species.
We establish recovery teams, de-
velop recovery plans, and issue
permits to implement recovery
tasks, including scientific research
and restoration of habitat to pro-
moterecovery. Werecently com-


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
http://www.usfws.gov/
http://endangered.fws.gov

pleted the draft recovery planfor
theWenatchee M ountainschecker-
mallow and the ColumbiaRiver
Digtinct Population Segment (DPS)
of thebull trout. We havea so pro-
posed the designation of critical
habitat for the ColumbiaRiver DPS
of thebull trout. Currently weare
developingtherecovery planand a
proposal to designate critical habi-
tat for the Coastal/Puget Sound
DPSof the bull trout. We area so
workingwith other FWSofficeson
afive-year review of the status of
Northern spotted owlsand marbled
murrelets.

We are also active participantsin
the development of the Shared
Salmon Strategy, amulti-agency
effort to address the needs of na-
tive fish in acomprehensive and
coordinated manner. Because
salmon and bull trout have many
shared habitat requirements, efforts
to protect and conserve one spe-
ciescan have beneficial effectson
the other. Coordination of protec-
tion, restoration, and enhancement
effortsbetween agenciesand other
organizationswill increasetheir ef-
fectivenessand provide taxpayer
vauewhileminimizingimpactsto
public and agency activities.

To helprecovery effortsfor ESA-
listed specieswe providefunding
to State agenciesthrough the Co-

Conservation Grants. InWashing-
ton, such funding hascrested multi-
year recovery projectsfor grizzly
bears, western snowy plovers,
marbled murrelets, woodland cari-
bou, and anumber of plant species.
On the ground surveys for ESA
candidate and listed speciesin co-
ordinationwith our Federa, State
and non-governmental partners
havehd ped usdocument additional
populations of Mardon Skipper
butterfliesand survey for thepres-
enceof bull trout.

Wework closely with other FWS
divisonsand programsto coordi-
nate research, candidate assess-

ments, recovery, and habitat resto-
ration efforts. Thishelpsuscoordi-
natethe FWSresponseto requests
for consultationsunder section 7 of
the ESA. For instancewe are par-
ticipatinginafour-year project with
theWillapaNationa Wildlife Ref-
ugeto establish new popul ationsof
Columbianwhite-tailed deer within
their historical rangeon aseriesof
idandsinthe ColumbiaRiver. This
project will result in increased
population numbers, reduce the
likelihood of extinction, andincrease
the potential for speciesrecovery
andeventud remova fromthe ESA
ligt.

In some cases we issue specia
regulationssuch as4(d) ruleswhich
allow agencies and the public to
carry out specific activitieswhile
providing safeguardsfor species
andtheir habitat.

Another important part of our work
is conducting consultations with
other Federal agenciesunder sec-
tion7 of theESA. Throughthispro-
cess we help agencies avoid or
minimizetheimpactsof federally-
funded, permitted, authorized, or
implemented actionsto ESA-listed
species. For examplewe recently
completed consultationswith the
Bureau of IndianAffarsand Makah
and Quinault Indian Nations on
their Forest Management Plans.
Theseplansprovidefor timber har-
vests on tribal lands to help the
Tribes meet their economic goal's
whileimplementing conservation
measures to reduce impacts to
ESA-listed speciessuchasmarbled
murrelets, bald eagles, and bull
trout. Inrare caseswhereimpacts
of aproposed project jeopardize
an ESA-listed species, prohibited
under the ESA, and cannot be
avoided, wework withtheinvolved
agenciesto devel op reasonableand
prudent alternativesthat will not
jeopardizethe species.

Thetwelve counties surrounding
Puget Sound are home to two-
thirds of Washington’s popul ation.

Another 1.3 million peopleareex-
pected to move there by 2025.
These popul ation concentrations
andincreases put huge demandson
publicfacilitiessuch ashighways,
water systems, and other support
infrastructure. Thisemphasizesthe
need to minimizeimpactson ESA-
ligedfishandwildliferesources. It
asofocusesintensepressureonthe
need for atimely and effective con-
sultation process. For saverd years
we haveworked closely and suc-
cessfully withtheU.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, NOAA Fisheries, the
Federal Highway Administration,
the Washington Departments of
FishandWildlife, Ecology, Trans-
portation, and Natural Resources,
andfederal, state, andlocal eected
officiastoimproveour consultation
process. In 1989 we processed
189 consultation requests. In 2003
we processed over 500.

We have initiated cross-state re-
covery planning with other FWS
officesinWashington and Oregon
to better coordinate planning and
implementation effortsfor anum-
ber of ESA-listed and candidate
speciesthat occupy bothWashing-
ton and Oregon.

Under the authority of theMarine
Mammal ProtectionAct, wework
as partners with the Washington
Department of FishandWildlifeto
conserveand protectWashington's
seaotter population. We conduct
joint survey and research projects
todeterminepopulationlevels, con-
dition, health, and distribution.\We
have devel oped acoordinated pro-
gramto report strandingsand re-
spond to other seaotter issues.
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